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Learn to Read Step 18, Lesson 2

Hooked on Phonics® Minibook 
Learn to Read, Step 18, Lesson 2 

-CH, -TCH words

This Hooked on Phonics minibook will give your child a chance to practice their reading, letter 
tracing, and coloring skills. It also reinforces the idea that books are read in a specific order.

Instructions

	 1.	 Print this PDF single sided.

	 2.	 Cut all minibook pages in half along the dashed line.

	 3.	 Stack the minibook pages in order, starting with the cover. (Do not include these instructions  
		  or the Reading Comprehension questions below.)

	 4.	 Staple the minibook together as indicated.

	 5.	 Instruct your child to read the story and trace the words with dotted lines. For extra fun,  
		  they can color each page!

	 6.	 After reading, ask your child the comprehension questions and talk about the story.

	 7.	 On a blank page, encourage your child to draw a picture or write about what they think  
		  might happen next.

Readability Note

If your child has mastered the noted Step and Lesson of the Hooked on Phonics program, they 
have learned at least 80% of the words in this story. Reading specialists suggest that children 
benefit from reading text that is not too difficult, yet challenging enough to expand their reading 
skills. A book is considered to be easily readable when a child is able to read at least 90% of the 
words without help. At 80% readability, children can still easily read most of the text in a book; 
however, they are also challenged to decode words they haven’t encountered before.

Reading Comprehension Questions

Question								        Answer

What is the name of the boy with the bat?	 Rich

What will Ann do with the ball?	 She will pitch the ball.

Who catches the ball when the boy hits it?	 Sam, the dog

How do you think Rich feels when he slugs the ball?	 Answers will vary.
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Rich steps up to bat.

Ann will pitch.
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Hooked on Phonics® Learn to Read
Minibook Activity

Print out these pages (in color or black and white) to make a Learn to Read minibook. This activity helps  
children practice reading and writing  skills. 

Instructions
 1. Print out all of these pages. 
 2. Cut each page in half by cutting on the dotted line.
 3. Stack all of the pages together with the cover on the front, followed by page 1, page 2, etc.,  
  until all of the pages are in order. Do not include these instructions.
 4. Staple along the left side of the pages.
 5. Finish the book by tracing all of the words with dotted lines.
 6. Color all of the pages.

Now you are ready to read your new Hooked on Phonics Learn to Read minibook!

Readability Note 
Your child has learned at least 80% of the words in this story. Reading specialists and teachers recommend 
that children read text that is not too difficult yet is challenging enough to expand their reading skills. A  
book is easily readable when a child is able to read 90 to 100% of the words in a book without help. At 80% 
readability, a child can still easily read most of the text in a book; however, he is also challenged to decode 
words he hasn’t encountered before.
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Play Ball!
Learn to Read
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R ich  steps up to bat.

Play Ball
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“Pitch the ball, Ann!” Rich yells.

Rich slugs it.
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Rich steps up to bat.

Ann will pitch.

1

“Pitch  the ball, Ann!” R ich  yells.

Ann will p itch .
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Ann cannot catch it.

“Sam, fetch it!” Rich yells.
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“Pitch the ball, Ann!” Rich yells.

Rich slugs it.
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“OK,” says the vet. 
“This pup  is for you.”

“OK,” says the vet. 
“This pup  is for you.”

Ann cannot catch  it.

Rich s l ugs  it.



Sam runs to get the ball. 
He hops into the ditch. Snatch! 

7

8

Sam runs back to Rich. 
“What a catch, Sam!”
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Ann cannot catch it.

“Sam, fetch it!” Rich yells.
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Sam runs  to get the ball. 
He hops into the d itch . Snatch!

“Sam, fetch  it!” Rich yells.



Sam runs to get the ball. 
He hops into the ditch. Snatch! 
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Sam runs back to Rich. 
“What a catch, Sam!”
“OK,” says the vet. 

“This pup  is for you.”
Sam runs back  to Rich. 
“What a catch, Sam!”


